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WELCOME
EUCOPAS was initiated in September 
2015 as Jean Monnet Centre of Excel-
lence together with our partner Sci-
ences Po Paris. Our yearly newslet-
ter presents all EUCOPAS activities. 
In the academic year 2016/2017 three 
EUCOPAS events took place which at-
tracted a high number of students, aca-
demics and the interested public. In 
January, we started with an excellent 
PhD Workshop in Paris. Young resear-
chers presented their work in an aca-
demically fruitful environment. This 
event is particularly interesting for 
networking and to present research 
on the international academic scene.  

In June, the international and interdisci-
plinary MA summer school took place in 
Brussels. Students with different acade-
mic backgrounds came together to dis-
cuss current EU-Third Country relations. 
These five intense days created new pan-
European friendships and academic ex-
change beyond borders. Just a couple of 
weeks later, in July, the EUCOPAS Public 
Lecture was carried out in Paris. Together 
with Sciences Po Paris and supported 
by Maison Heinrich Heine the topic on 
the 60th Rome Anniversary as well as 
the speakers attracted a large audience.
Now we are looking forward to the last 
year of EUCOPAS activities, which will 
again take place in Paris, Cologne and 
Brussels. We hope, you will enjoy keeping 
track of our activities and achievements.

Aline Bartenstein, EUCOPAS Project 
Manager
Wolfgang Wessels, EUCOPAS Academic 
Co-ordinator

www.eucopas.uni-koeln.de

The EUCOPAS Summer School was desig-
ned to offer students from many different 
countries an interdisciplinary, practical 
insight into EU affairs. Students from the 
Charles University Prague, Sciences Po 
Paris, Sorbonne Paris, University of Colo-
gne and the Turkish-German University 
in Istanbul spent one week in Brussels to 
meet both stakeholders and academics 
and discuss alternative forms of partner-
ship between the EU and third states. We 
visited EU institutions and talked to se-
veral experts and representatives during 
the first three days. Afterwards we perfor-
med our roles in a Moot Court to simula-
te a trial of the European Court of Justice.  

At the beginning of the Summer School 
Jaques Rupnik from Science Po gave 
the students a brilliant general insight 
into the EU’s external relations as well 
as into current and future challenges. 
Wolfgang Wessels from the Universi-
ty of Cologne attempted an outlook 
on the future of the EU after Brexit. 
Lively discussions with Faruk Kaymakci, 

EUCOPAS Summer School 2017
by Eva Binkert and Felix Sommerfeld, University of Cologne

the Turkish Ambassador to the EU, and 
Andrew Duff, a former Member of the 
European Parliament from Britain, gave 
us the chance to further prepare for our 
roles in the Moot Court. Additionally, we 
had the possibility to talk to representati-
ves of the European Commission and the 
Scottish Government EU Office. During 
the evening program we had close dia-
logues with practitioners from politics, 
consulting and journalism. The first three 
days have been topped off with a guided 
tour through the European Parliament.

On Thursday and Friday we performed 
our roles which we had been preparing 
for weeks or even months. The atmos-
phere was tense and the teams held not 
only different but to some extent com-
pletely contrary positions, which, in con-
sequence resulted in two mutually exclu-
sive opinions. Without ever leaving the 
non-factual level the students discussed 
lively. Altogether, the Summer School in 
Brussels was informative, demanding 
and very enjoyable at the same time. 

The Summer School welcomed this year international participants from universities from 
Cologne, Istanbul, Paris and Prague. The topic was the European Refugee Crisis and EU-Turkey 
relations. The school combines practical experiences in Brussels with a simulation exercise of 
the European Council or a Moot Court on a current EU topic.

Visit of the European Commission

Guided tour at the European Parliament

Upcoming events in 2018
Stay updated on our forthcoming 
activities and don‘t forget to apply for 
our events:
• PhD Workshop in Paris in January 
• Public Lecture in Cologne
• Final Conference in spring 2018
• Presentation of transnational   
   teaching curriculum
• MA Summer School in Brussels 
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PhD Workshop in Paris

www.eucopas.uni-koeln.de

PhD Students with academic co-ordinator Olivier Rozenberg, Sciences Po Paris

EUCOPAS on Facebook
Visit our  Facebook page www.
facebook.com/eucopas to inter-
act with former participants, wri-
te a comment and to stay updated 
on current and future activities. 
On Facebook, you can also read reports 
on our current activities and get the la-
test pictures of our events. Join us now!

On 19 and 20 January 2017, the EUCO-
PAS  PhD Workshop on „Being a member 
of the EU: pros & cons“  took place at 
Sciences Po Paris. Selected young resear-
chers had the chance to present their 
studies about domestic relations to the 
EU (narratives, Europeanisation) as well 
as the transformative nature of the EU 
(differentiated integration, core Europe). 
The topics were reflected in a wide range 
of papers focusing on the European Par-
liament, national vs. European discourse 
and the role of crises. Following their 
presentation, they got detailed feedback 
from renowned professors of Sciences 
Po Paris. The workshop was prepared 
and carried out by Ass. Prof. Olivier Ro-
zenberg, Centre d‘études européennes /
Sciences Po.

Marie Walter-Franke was selected as the 
winner of the Best Paper Award that has 
been distributed after the workshop. In 
her study “„Building a common European 
Asylum System despite discordance? The 

role of stereotypes in the discursive 
process of policy-making“, Marie Wal-
ter-Franke depicts how the figure of the 
‘refugee’ is constructed in EU Asylum 
Law. She uses a Foucauldian discourse 
analysis framework to scrutinize the 
decision-making processes of the first 
and second legislative phases of the 
Common European Asylum System as 
well as the current policy developments 
seeking solutions to the ‘refugee crisis’.
Among further topics were „Oppo-
sing Europe from the inside: com-
paring the activity of FSM, UKIP and 
AFD in the European Parliament.“ by 
Benedetta Carlotti, Scuola Normale 
Superiore, Florence, or “(De)Politici-
zing European Integration: The Pros 
and Cons in the Political Parties Dis-
courses on European Integration in 
Ireland during the Eurocrisis” by Al-
ban Versailles, ISPOLE, UCLouvain.

PhD Students in discussion
The German Academic Exchange Ser-
vice (DAAD) hold a conference on 
Erasmus+ Activities in July 2016. The 
aims of the conference were on the 
one hand to present projects, which 
successfully received funding and, on 
the other hand, to share knowledge on 
how to write a convincing application. 

Dissemination of EUCOPAS

EUCOPAS in numbers
In the academic year 2016/2017 …
… EUCOPAS had more than 2500 clicks 
on Facebook!
… about 130 students, academics and 
professionals participated actively in 
the EUCOPAS activities.
… students and academics came from 
more than 7 different academic disci-
plines. 

EUCOPAS cooperation
In the last academic year EUCOPAS 
carried out its activities with two dif-
ferent project partners: The Summer 
School was organized in cooperati-
on with the teaching project PRO-
TEUS from the University of Cologne. 
The public lecture was supported 
by Maison Heinrich Heine in Paris.



ropean solidarity and the importance 
for the Member States’ sovereign-
ty to solve the crises in consensus. 

The event was supported by Maison 
Heinrich Heine. The pictures were also 
made available by Maison Heinrich Heine.
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This year’s EUCOPAS public lecture took 
place in Paris at Maison Heinrich Heine. 
After a warm welcome and short intro-
duction by the director of Maison Hein-
rich Heine, Mrs Deussen, the German 
Ambassador Nikolaus Meyer-Landrut 
opened the lecture with a keynote speech. 
The speech was followed by a round 
table discussion with Olivier Costa, Sci-
ences Po Bordeaux, Olivier Rozenberg, 
Sciences Po Paris and Wolfgang Wessels, 
University of Cologne. The speakers at-
tracted a large audience, which gathered 
after the lecture for informal discussions. 
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EUCOPAS Public Lecture in Paris: 60e anniversaire des Traités de Rome: 
Révérer le passé et craindre le futur ?  

German Ambassador Meyer-Landrut

The ambassador mentioned the chan-
ges of the global environment, such as 
the geopolitical challenges, Brexit and 
Trump as well as the resulting crises. 

Olivier Costa replied that the EU is 
a sequence of crises but that the-
re is no real alternative to the EU. 
Wolfgang Wessels stated that the EU 
is responding to these crises perhaps 
not in an optimal way, but insofar suc-
cessful as it can manage the crises. 

Olivier Rozenberg focused on the fact 
that the mastering of the crises re-
sults in revitalization of the Union, 
however, he also observed that there 
is a decrease in legislative action and 
an increase in negotiation duration. 
In the resulting discussion the pane-
lists debated about European demo-
cratization (European Parliament vs. 
national parliaments), the lack of Eu-

EUCOPAS  is a Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence consisting of the Jean Monnet Chair, Prof. Wessels, 
University of Cologne and the Jean Monnet Chair in European Union Law and Political Science at Sciences Po, 
Paris. The programme‘s objective is to promote and mainstream EU-related key subjects in different 
disciplines and to reach out to the wider public.

Welcome and 
introduction by Mrs 
Deussen, Director 
of Maison Heinrich 
Heine


